oy

(pointindto the Miniftry) look.
untenances betray any outward
Signs of fupernatural Underftanding ? Noj then let
their Deeds fpeek-for them
- ful,”{a long -as,they have
Admigiftraf iog

themj there they
at them, do their

and really it is wondery
en in Office, - the préfent
ould #ot have done by Chance, ohe
: Providence Teémi to hive put
a peculiar Stamp on their Exiftence; and, hehoped,
l. Lord C—¢ anfwered, (juflifyin
the Conduét of the Minifiry) that it.was the Difpofi-
tion of the Times to abufe Men, becaule they were
Minifters; that fuch Abufz did not affe his Peace of
- Mind, which was [lely grounded o
of his Intentions: As to the DifconteAts in
was not the firft Caufe of them ;
and tho® from Experience it is now found, thofe A&s
of Parliament are contrary to the Commercial Intereft
of this Kingdom, - yet the Def
one, He then confidered the Propricty of the propofed
Amendment, * and faid, he fuppofed it had its Foun-
dation in the Petitions; but that no Petitions were
prefented to that Houfe, or before it, as comprifed in
the Speech, - and therefore they could not take Notic::
of them: That if the Fat was otherwife, the Petiti-
oners were a great Minority of the Frecholders in the
Kingdom, and thofe Petitions that had been prccurgd.
were by the Solicitations of Perfons of faious Spirits,
. and difappointed Ambition ; that the Houfe of, Com-
mons were the fole and proper Judges of their own
Privileges, and ought to fupport and maintain them »
No further Enquiry could with Propriety be made on
that Subjed,  for if the former Vote was wrong, it
_could not be expunged at a fubfequent Seffions, and it
would be inconfiftent and ridiculous for that Houfe, to
advife the King to diflolve themfelves ; it might too be
of dangerous Tendency, future Minifters, or difap-
ointed Patriots; would cite the Precedent, and apply
it to their own Purpofes: The Exercife of that Prero-
gative of the Crown, is a dangerous one, and often
ufed to opprefs the Subject: The Burthen of Eleétions
many Members had experienced, and at this Time,
when by daily Publications, and falfe Reprefentation
of Fadts, the Minds of the People were inflamed, a
General Ele&tion would throw the whole Kingdom
Many Members f{poke on both
Sides, of whofe Principles you may judge from the
Language of their Leaders, but as their Speeches did
~ "ot obtain them -much €redit;” I-thall“for~my-own; -
and your Sake, omit them; in gencral, they purfued
the Principles of Lord C—e, upon the Point of the
Amendment, and dropt entirely America, except G—e
O-fl-av, who faid, he feared if the Colonies perfilted
ip their unwarrantable Combinations, it might prove
fatal to the Commercial Interelt of both Countries.
If any Perfon would therefore fhew him the Man who
could reconcile all Animofities between them,
would bend to meet him: That the Situation of the
uired more ferious Attention, than the
a pufilanimous Fa&ion.
who Is one of the moft independent, unblemithed,
amiable Men in the Kingdom, then faid, he had heard
Threats and Menaces againft thofe who had been the
Inftruments of procuring Petitions for the Diffolution
of Parliament, that if any Cenfure was in Store for
them, he now ftood forth to receive it § and averred,
that he was fo thoroughly convinced of the Illegality
of the Proceedings of the Houfe on that Subje, that
he had plighted himfelf to his Conftituents, to affert
and maintain their Privileges to the utmoft of his
Power in that Inftance. As to that great and impor-
tant Queftion refpeting America, if it ever comes again
‘before us, (which he thought it fhortly muft) let us,
eftisn, as one Freeman ought
to obtain, its all an Amerscan
He. was anfwered by R-g.y, who lamented
had ever paffedsthat

would on their_Egd.
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0 the Uprightnefs
" he faid, this Miui

efign of them was a good

into Convulfions,

Sir G—e S—le,

faid he, judge of that
of another, 1t is all I wi

that any American Revenue-A
Houfe ; but faid, the repealing the Stamp-A&, was

impolitic with the enatting it: However, he
once more to fee the Colonies brought to their
ariginal State, and the Minds of the People a
but upon what Principle or Terms it could be done,
he was at a Lofs to conjeture, -b¢-awas fo perplexed ix
anfwered, by what unac-
pened, that the Minds of
amed againtt his Govern.

countable Conduét bas it ha
his Majefty’s Subje@s are in
ment in every Part.of his Dominions ? We need look
no further back, faid he, for the Caufe, than the laft
Seflions of Parliament; .we fhall. there find bis :Mi-
nifters urging the People to Excefles, and making thofe
.- Excefles_the-neceflary Prete of -Seve
Oppreflions. . In America, we were taught to believe,
the People were in an atual State of Rebellion ;- and
" at the very Time this Language was held forth, 'ta
Prejadice the. Minds of the People bere againft the
Anmcericans; pay, within'Five Days after this Houfe
addreffed his Majefty to extend the A& of H. 8 with
all its oppreffive Confequences to the Colonies, we find
the Minifter for that Department -writin
vernor of Virgizia, that all Means. fhoul
obtain a Repeal of thofe Laws this Sefions. How can
we accaunt for this ftrange Duplicity of Conda&?
‘Were they really in Earne
Addrefs, (which will ever refle& on
or was it only to fhew how fervile an
comply with the moft extravagant Withes

when they obtained that
this Parliament)

given them by fome of their ddvecates :';At‘bcv
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Adminifiration, who theén declared they would brin
Awmerica to their Feet? Their Menaces were treat
with the Contemps they deferved; and now we fee the
famé Mini proftrate at-the Feet of Amh-im;‘%: Ré=
{ul¥ et will ever mark the Condu& ot Men, w

cumftances, they now contend ‘the
felves; that the Exercife o
Cafes, at the Defire of the
verted £0 thei
o alt, Lwife andyvirtuousy

aildhbe ‘diffolved

-on” falfe’ Principles)” bur Préjudicies fo " wantonly ..

created, aré not fo cafily removed ; and whatever the *

a King, “or his Minitters,

Motives may be for this Condu®, the Americans will’ ‘choofe them
never give the Miniftry. much Credir for. jt.. If thofe__ nity of a wirtuous Mind
A&s are now to.be repealed on Commercial Principlos,~ -Virtue to-ack

thwn it not done fooner? - The Miniftry meant to
ma

i thatits (o far from bei

from Appearances he feared 'the

an Experiment, and oughtto be anfwerable for the -:niciqus, ra
Confequénced. .He faid in Favour of the Amendment, = -let _us the

that the confined narrow Principles of Evidence jn

‘faid he, en
thefe Complaints, ‘and if "we l?a‘:::

Courts of Law, was not applicable to that Houfe; that - Relicf; - as we' haye already addry,

altho’ no Petitions had been prefented to thein, ex-
. prefing any Difcontents in the Minds ‘of the People,
yet the Faét was nototious, ahd not a Member prefent
that did not know it ; that if there was not a hl:jorjty
of the Frecholders who had petitioned, there was'at
leatt fuch a Numbgr, and among them Perfons of fu
Figure, as cught to make them refpe@able; that othéf
Petiticns were daily comifig in, and while the Miniftry
are {uil'd in pleafing Security of a Majority, they
would do wellP to remember, that Lord C——pr——=x
fays, *“ When King Charies loft his Head, he had a
Majority of the Nation in his Favour ;™ that if the
Members of that Houfé were the Judges of their own
Privileges, yet it is inconfifteat with Commaon Senfe,
that thofe Privileges thould give them Powers repug-
nant to the Ideas of Reprefentation, and contrary to
the Interefts of their Conftituents, and Rill more per-
nicious te the Liberties of the People, is that Do&rine
which tends to eftabiifh Infallability in the Houfe of
Commons, and exempt them from being amenable to
that Power which gave then Exiftence. He concluded
“with faying, he bluthed to think he had been caftin
Reflections on Men, who had not an Opportunity o
perfonally vindicating themfeives ; as to that wretched -
Row (pointing to the Treafury Bench) 1 hold them
moerely nominal and lavithly executing the Commands
of a Superior. Lord N b with great Warmth cal-
led to Order; be faid, he fcarce knew how to think,
much lefs to-at, his Werds, and even his Thoughts,
had of late been fo. much mifreprefented ; he flatly
denied the Ground of Difcontent ainong the People,
as imputable to the Miniftry, bur faid, it was owing_
“toTuth Perfons, " wh3; 1o gratify dila t m
tion, regardlefs of Shame and Dithonour, comtinually
uttered without any Foundation, Tales purpofely in-
vented to prejudice the ignorant Multitude againit
them ; that there never was a Miniftry greater Friends
to the Liberties of the Subje®, than ‘the prefent. As
to America, he never withed to infringe the fmalleft of
their Liberties, much lefs to trample them under his
JXzet; that Expreflions might drop from him in the
Warmth of Argument, not correfponding with his
cooler Thoughts, which fome Gentlemen did him the
Honour to treafure up and utter with fome Aggrava-
tion'to his Prejudice : If the Colonies were aggrieved,
upon proper Application it is the Duty of this Hou e
to hear and redrels them. He was of Opinion, the
Americans 1aft Seflions did not fhew a proper Difpofition
to reccive Favour, they had a&ually bid open Defiance
to the Authority of Parliament, which ought to be
afferted ; it had been afferted. He -averred the Letter
Lord B-tt——¢ mentions in his Speech, and’faid, fo
defirous was he to re-eftablith Harmony between the
Colonies and- Mother-Country, ' that he' withed the
Friends of A=erica would meet him Half Way. Upon
the Petitions he held nearly the fame:Langaage with
Lord C—e, and gave full Vent to his Splecn on-thofe
who had been the Means. of procuring them. G———1Uls
next, in a plaintive Tone, fubmitted his Thoughts to
the Houfe, on the:Part of the Amendment; he de-
clared ‘againf: the: Miniftry, - f1id' "an ‘Enquiry into
Eublu_: Difcontents, was expedient and neceflary, and
nowing what h1d been done, he would not undertake
to_fay what the Houfe:could do to rémove thofe Com.’
plaints ;* but carefully avoided mentioning" a fingle
Word of Admerica. -He was anfwered b -N-<t-n, ‘who
compared the Judgment of the Houle of Commons, to
the Judgment of a Court of Law, which had competent
Jurifdiction, ahd from whence no Appeal would lie,
ingvhich Cafe, - tho' the Judgment be erroneous, the
Party can bave no Relief but by an 42 of Parliament ;
and B——ks, who lay by on Purpofe for him,- replicd,
.and clofed 2 Debate, which- laffed From Orie 0'Clock
i the A_fternoon,zto.o_ne o°Clock next Mornin 5, ina
long, animated;—tho*~ -uncontelted- Speech; he
ftated fully the Condudt of the Minifry towards the
Americans, and commended the fpirited Behaviour of the
latter, rugpol:t_'ed ably the Complaints of the Free-
holders -of thig Country, and fuggefted the probable
Confequences if either-remained unredreffed ; that as
to America, the-Road was plain, and the Miniftry
feemed too fatigued with experimental Excurfions, ' to
gaout of its But, faid he, we have a more. difficult
art to appeafe the Minds of our Conflituents ; they
have the Means of Redrefs in their own Power, and -
are not eafier bullied than the Americans. The honeft
Countty Farmer will never fubfcribe to the Do&rine of
our Infallibility, -and when he feels himfelf injured,
the fatie Motives which aQuates him to feck Redrefs,
thould compel us to do him Jultice. He faid, he was
of Dpinion, that it a fubfequent Seffion, the Vote of a
receding one could not be expuoged ; but there are
erfons who - have been the Caufe of oppreffing the
dmericans) for not doing that, - which, ‘In Gmi

“"Contempt of aur ConKjtuents, }[

Eurspe, into the Contempt of A,
ourfelves at the: of t
our ‘own Diffolution,
* ¢ Thus have I
I fpeak from M
the Houfe.of Coinmons

¢¢ In the Houfe of Lords the
fame Points, the Minigtry.
ment, becaufe it related to
Houfe, and might produce a

¢ Lord C—b—vx oppofed
faid it was a conftitutional
was their Duty to advife hi

greatet Queftion that

thought this of more I
been made in the Conftitution
who mecant t
it was'an Infult upon Senfe to
rica were in a State of Difobed
rity of this Country.  He juRified t
to import Britizd ManufaQures,
- Right of Taxation. The Americar
harraffed, oppreiled, and fuch
that he could h
defporic Principles in Governme
Proftitution went Hand in Han
that Lord M—f—d throw'd out,
¢ Patron of dmerica,
the Americans, they were a brave,
hedid not mean taflater,
as their Frieod, an
that they "had been” bafely
condemned unheard. Lord Ge—md.
lar confirmed his O
to the Miaiftry, 't
13, that he will be compslicd to refi
fion, the Miniftry carried tl
withcut any Ameodment,

given you asnear asI can =
e Subﬂance cfthe D 5
pening of this g g

were .againg an

Queftion, upgy 4y

» af which ap
o deftroy i,_’ﬁf‘
fay, the People iy

and again deg.g

enflave them, ardly help fupng

nt; and parliame,

that he was ampj,

promted Ambi. — he Tpo aud gloried in the 5,

pinion, in Lang
bat the gensral

he .Queftion for the A4
by a great Majorityiy

¢ 1f I am at Liberty to fay what is my own Opinj
is, that the American Revenue- Acts will be
I have obferved, however, in the Letter wr
Miniftry to Loid B—ti—¢
ted the Article of Tea;
good Authority, that if the
continue the Duty on Te
interfere, and prefent a

» they have cautioufyc
but I am informed,
re thould be an Atrenpt
a, the Iadia Compazy w
Memorial againtt it at 3¢ B
of Commons; nor do I beijeve # 1

Step fhould fail, the Minority will coafent to apt

; . Aznnapalis, April 24, 1;
To ‘MefTieurs Stevenfon, Smith, Plownman, and
GENTLEMEN,
HAVE read with Attention, your Publicatia
the laft Maryland Gazette, and as I am fatiséd
was a paffionate Proceediag. I fhill pafs over m
exceptionable Parts, and confine iyfeif to the pr
pai Points in Queftion ; therefore take the folio
* Vindication of the Proceedings objeted to, and rd
upon it in a cool Moment. )
... Yon difclaim the Pamphlet; you ground yourfs
upon. T.wo Realans; in the firft Place you aliedge, t
a Narrative of Falls was fettled by the General (s
mittee, and that the Special Committee was appoir
merely to revile and correét for the Prefs, that A
7,in the next Place you aliedge, tha,
1 . uettion, your Condult as a
mittee is reprefented as_inconfiftent and ridicus
and therefore that Stating you, conclude an Infult u
our Underfandings ; this I.take to be the Drif
3 » thotigh I with you had betn n
“explicit in your : ;
If the Fa& was admitted, that the fpecial Comm:
was conftituted merely to revife and corret for
Prefs, the Narrative of Fads, I thould readily ad
that the fpecial Committec had exceeded their Au
ritg in the Pamphlet, in this, that #fe Pamph'et p
lithed not only. gives the Narrative, but fugyefts
Greunds and "Reafoxs, upon which the Commi
But Gentlemen, you
greatly” miftaked in Point of Fal ;. the fpecial Co
mittee was not only appointed for the Purpofe °f"
and correfling the Narrative of. Fatis, but
for the Purpofe of flating to the Public rbe Greuad iz
Reafens upon which the Committee gave their feveg
Refolutions; and as a plain Prosf that you are
taken in your Suppofition of the Fa&, be pleafed d
read the following Anfwer, delivared by Mr, Mode
ator, upon the coming in of the Addrefs of the P
milar C ir w\tercﬁc\l.

founded their J




